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Gazette Staff Writes 

LEWISTOX - Radium levels at the 
former Lake Ontario Ordnance Works 
are nine times higher than the federal 
maximum annual dwage,  a citizens 
group spokesman said Thursday. 

Steven Nathanson of the "No LOOW" 
group spoke to  about 70 residents, offi- 
cials, and environmental group mem- 
bers who jammed Town Hall for the 
organization's inaugural meeting. 

Residents formed a plan of attack de- 
signed to block federal Department of 
Energy pians to turn the 191-acre 
Pletcher road site into a regional repo- 
sitory for radioactive wastes. 

The proposal was detailed in a Re- 
chtel National Inc. report colnmis- 
sioned by the DOE, and revealed Oct .  6 
by the Niagara Gazette. 

Bechtel already has begun work on a 

Draft Environmental Impact State- 
ment, indicating the DOE is consider- 
ing of the LOOW site to store radioae- 
tive wastes. 

The most poignant words a t  the 
meeting were spoken by Duke L. Wil- 
liams of 1906 Langdon Road, Ransom- 
vilie, member sf a World War If unit 
that took part in early nuclear bomb 
testing. 

"And that's the same stuff that's bur- 
ied up here," he told the gathering. "I 
received 100 REMS (Rankin Equiva- 
lent Man) during those tests. Five's the 
limit." 

REM is the scale used to measure 
radium levels. 

Williams spoke of how Re lost his 
hair, suffered a thyroid gland disorder 
and sustained other health problems, 
which he attributed to his experiences 
in ouclear testing and living near the 

LOOW site. 
"We weren't even allowed to use the 

washrooms and bathrooms that  the 
other crewmen could," he said. "Con- 
veniently, all our records were burned 
in St. Louis in 1952." 

Of 12 unit members, Williams said, 
olaly four a r e  alive today. 

"We told the government they were 
to blame for our problems," he said. 
"They said, 'Prove it.' 

"And that's what you people a re  
going to have to do," he said. "If any- 
thing happens, you'll have to prove it." 

Nathanson also said off-site monitor- 
ing devices show that radioactive ma- 
terial levels a re  below government 
staqdards. 

"I hope it stays that  way if they ever 
started bringing trucks through," he 
said. "The question is, do they have the 
technology to control this?" 

Organization member Joseph Clark 
said the group will work with envlron- 
mental organizations and the Town 
Board to fight the government's pro- 
posal. 

Resident Gerda Swensson, who 
helped lead the town in a fight against 
revival of the old Rojack rail l ~ n e  
through the town, called the LOOW 
plan a potential "chemical concentra: 
tion camp for all of us." 

"Emotionalism will ge t  us 
nowhere," Ms. Swensson said. "We 
have to ask, 'Is it going to come to the 
point that we cannot drink the milk our 
cows produce, that  we cannot ea t  the 
food our farms grow?' 

"We have to find if there's someth~ng 
in it for somebody. That will put a stop 
to things quickly." 

One resident turned in a 900-signa- 
ture petition opposing the DOE propos- 
al. 
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